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		About Graduate Studies, Postdoctoral Fellowships, and Careers in History
	

	
		
Graduate studies provide an opportunity for students to advance their education and career prospects by gaining specialized knowledge and expertise in their field of study. Pursuing graduate studies can be an exciting and challenging endeavor, but it can also be a daunting process, especially for those who are new to the process. In this article, we will discuss the application process for graduate studies, funding opportunities for graduate students, postdoctoral fellowships, careers in history, and academic career advice. We will also provide resources for finding information and support throughout your journey.
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The Importance of Graduate Studies




Graduate studies are important because they allow students to gain advanced knowledge and expertise in their field, which can lead to better job prospects and higher salaries. According to a report by Statistics Canada, in 2022, the median earnings of Canadian workers with a master’s degree were 29% higher than those with a bachelor’s degree. Additionally, graduate studies provide opportunities for personal growth and development, as well as opportunities to contribute to the advancement of knowledge in your field through research and innovation.







Applying to Graduate School




Applying to graduate school can be a complex and competitive process, but there are steps you can take to improve your chances of success. Here are some tips for applying to graduate school:




	Research graduate programs: Before applying to graduate school, it’s important to research programs that align with your interests and career goals. Consider factors such as program requirements, faculty expertise, research opportunities, and location. Resources such as Peterson’s and the Government of Canada’s Graduate Studies page can help you find graduate programs in Canada.
	Meet the requirements: Graduate programs typically have specific admission requirements, such as a minimum grade point average (GPA) and standardized test scores. Make sure you meet these requirements before applying, and consider taking additional courses or retaking tests if necessary.
	Prepare a strong application package: Your application package should include a statement of purpose, transcripts, letters of recommendation, and sometimes, standardized test scores. It’s important to start your application early and to give yourself enough time to complete all of the necessary components.
	Seek funding opportunities: Graduate studies can be expensive, but there are funding opportunities available to help offset the costs. Scholarships and fellowships are two types of funding that are commonly available to graduate students. The University of Toronto School of Graduate Studies provides a comprehensive list of scholarships and fellowships available to graduate students in Canada.
	Submit your application: Once you have completed your application package, it’s time to submit it. Make sure to follow the application instructions carefully and meet all application deadlines.





Once you have identified programs of interest, you will need to prepare a strong application package that includes a statement of purpose, transcripts, letters of recommendation, and sometimes, standardized test scores. It is also important to start your application early and to give yourself enough time to complete all of the necessary components.




Funding Opportunities for Graduate Studies




Graduate studies can be expensive, but there are funding opportunities available to help offset the costs. Scholarships and fellowships are two types of funding that are commonly available to graduate students. The University of Toronto School of Graduate Studies provides a comprehensive list of scholarships and fellowships available to graduate students in Canada.




In addition to scholarships and fellowships, research funding agencies such as the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) offer funding for graduate students conducting research in their respective fields. Strategies for identifying and applying for research funding include staying up-to-date on funding opportunities, networking with other researchers and professionals, and ensuring that your research aligns with the funding agency’s priorities.





Postdoctoral Fellowships




Postdoctoral fellowships provide opportunities for recent PhD graduates to further their research and gain additional training and expertise in their field. Popular postdoctoral fellowship programs in Canada include the Banting Postdoctoral Fellowships and the Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarships.




To find postdoctoral fellowship opportunities, it is important to research funding agencies and organizations that align with your research interests. You can also speak with your advisor or other professors in your field for recommendations. When applying for postdoctoral fellowships, it is important to tailor your application to the specific fellowship program and to demonstrate how your research aligns with the program’s priorities.








Careers in History




A degree in history can lead to a wide range of career opportunities. According to the American Historical Association, careers for history majors include working in government, museums, archives, libraries, education, and the private sector. Strategies for finding and applying for history-related jobs include networking with other professionals in your field, gaining practical experience through internships and volunteering, and developing transferable skills such as critical thinking and research.







Academic Career Advice




For those pursuing an academic career, there are specific strategies and considerations to keep in mind.




	Publish high-quality research in peer-reviewed journals, present at conferences, and write books or book chapters
	Build a professional network by attending academic events, joining professional organizations, and participating in online communities
	Prepare for tenure by understanding the expectations and working towards meeting them early in your career
	Seek mentorship and guidance from experienced academics to get advice on research, networking, and work-life balance
	Develop strong teaching skills through teaching assistantships or designing and teaching your own courses
	Balance research and teaching by finding a balance that works for you and seeking advice from mentors and colleagues
	Stay up-to-date on developments in your field by reading relevant journals and attending conferences and workshops.





Resources for academic career advice, such as the Graduate Student Centre (GSC) at the University of British Columbia (UBC) and Inside Higher Ed, can provide valuable information and support throughout the process.
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Useful Resources




	Peterson’s: This website offers resources and advice on the graduate school application process, including tips on writing personal statements, preparing for interviews, and choosing the right program.
	Government of Canada’s Graduate Studies page: This page provides information on graduate studies in Canada, including links to resources on finding programs, funding opportunities, and more.
	Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR): CIHR is a research funding agency in Canada that provides funding for graduate studies and research projects in health sciences.
	Banting Postdoctoral Fellowships: This is a popular postdoctoral fellowship program in Canada that provides funding for postdoctoral research in all fields.
	Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarships: This is another postdoctoral fellowship program in Canada that provides funding for doctoral research in social sciences and humanities, natural sciences and engineering, and health sciences.





Frequently Asked Questions




Here are some common questions about graduate studies, postdoctoral fellowships, and careers in history:




What is a sessional academic? A sessional academic is a temporary instructor or lecturer who is hired on a contract basis to teach courses at a university or college. Sessional academics are typically paid less than full-time faculty members and may not have the same job security or benefits.
 
 Are books peer-reviewed? Yes, many books are peer-reviewed before they are published. Peer review is a process where experts in the field evaluate a manuscript or article to ensure that it meets the standards of quality and accuracy.
 
 What is the peer review process for conference papers? The peer review process for conference papers varies depending on the conference and the discipline. Typically, conference organizers will select a committee of experts in the field to review abstracts and select papers for presentation at the conference.
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